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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
FARTHINGHOE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 12th NOVEMBER 2014 AT 7.00pm AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
Councillors present: Mr Ross van Geest (Chair) (RVG) 
 Mr John Grant (Vice Chair) (JG) 
 Mrs Sally Thomas (ST) 
 Mrs Jenny Forbes (part) (JF) 
 Mrs Philippa Clayton (Clerk) (PC) 
 
Councillors absent:  Mr David Dashwood (DD) 
 

ITEM DESCRIPTION ACTION 

 Public Time 
 
Three members of the public were in attendance. The Chair welcomed those present and invited members of 
the public to speak. 
 
James Harrison commenced by saying he had come to talk about the recent email he had sent to all the 
councillors. Cllr Forbes stated that as it had only been sent just prior to the meeting, she did not feel that she 
had had long enough to review the content, which Mr Harrison acknowledged. 
 
Mr Harrison went on to say that he did not want his email to be misconstrued, he had genuine concerns that 
perhaps mistakes had been made with the response to the solar farm planning application, and he wanted to 
identify what could be done in the future to ensure things are done differently. 
 
The Chair responded by asking Mr Harrison to clarify what he believed had been done incorrectly. 
 
Councillor Thomas stated that having read the email, she believed there were 3 points to be addressed: firstly 
that Mick Morris had simply read out a statement that the Parish Council had written and approved. The 
Chairman stated that, had he been in the country at the time of the planning meeting, he would have read the 
same statement himself, and that Mr Morris had acted on behalf of the Parish Council with their approval. 
 
Councillor Thomas then continued by stating that the Parish Council are here to voice the views of the majority, 
which were overwhelmingly against the solar farm, evidenced by the results of the petition, which had over 200 
names. The Parish Council cannot reflect the views of people who say nothing but do acknowledge that a few 
parishioners were in favour of the solar farm. It was also pointed out that over 90% of Halse were also against 
the development. 
 
Mr Harrison stated that the petition had been carried out by an action group during the first application and 
before the Farthinghoe AGM, and that later he had been contacted by some who said they regretted signing, as 
they hadn’t understood the facts. Questioning whether it was unbiased, Mr Harrison said he had asked Green 
Energy to talk to the Parish Council to find a way of running an independent survey using the Parish Clerk. Cllr 
Grant pointed out that Green Energy had not approached the Parish Council and so an additional survey hadn’t 
happened. 
 
Mr Harrison said he would like to talk about independent straw polling of the community in the future. He felt that 
the words on the statement were very similar to the initial Farthinghoe Action Group response. The Chair 
responded that it was done independently. He affirmed that the Parish Council are looking at improving 
communications in the village in the future. He pointed out that Green Energy had been very slow in providing 
information and that the Parish Council could only act on reality. No monetary benefit to the village could be 
guaranteed until a signed document had been received, which had never happened.  
 
Mr Harrison explained that his aim was to highlight something that needs to be reviewed. He stated that the 
community benefit was discussed at the very start of the process. The Chair confirmed that all documents 
distributed amongst the village stated the benefit was going to be made available, but when the Parish Council 
were asked to confirm if it was a genuine offer, they were unable to do so as they had nothing in writing. 
 
Mr Harrison then presented his thoughts on potential improvements: 
- Better dialogue with the community is required – public time is daunting and there is a need to reduce 

barriers and provide an opportunity to comment on agenda items and planning prior. He suggested using 
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digital possibilities with basic changes to the website, including the speed at which minutes are made 
available 

- Contact details – he asked whether there had been a technical hitch with mail addresses, as he had 
attempted to contact the Chair and the Clerk, only receiving responses when he used personal email 
addresses, rather than the Parish Council ones. 

- He suggested an email distribution list be established to send out agendas and planning matters, inviting 
comments, which could always be used to conduct straw polls. 

 
Cllr Forbes commented that ways to contact the Chair and Clerk are made clear. 
 
The Chair stated that the Parish Council are reviewing a strategy document for key areas to work on in order to 
be more proactive than reactive, with communication as a high priority. 
 
Cllr Grant asked what the future was in relation to the solar farm. Mr Harrison stated that he is the landowner, 
not the developer. The developer has an option on the land, planning permission has been refused, and it is 
now up to the developer to decide whether to re-apply. Mr Harrison concluded by saying that he would like to be 
open and maintain ongoing dialogue with the Parish Council. 
 
The Chairman called an end to public time at 7.25pm and James Harrison left. 
 
The Chairman then invited Mick Morris and Henry Bankes-Jones, who had both expressed an interest in joining 
the Parish Council, to explain their reasons for doing so and the qualities that they could offer the PC. 
 
Mick Morris has lived in the village for 23 years; he had never lived anywhere else longer than 5 years, and sees 
Farthinghoe as his home. He wants to be part of the organisation that makes decisions, and would like to put 
something back in time and experience. He has an engineering background, and is used to creating and 
reviewing plans and procedures. For almost 30 years he has run his own business from home. He recognises 
that the Parish Council needs better, quicker, more inclusive communications, whilst recognising some in the 
village are not in electronic age; the Parish Council needs to be telling the parish what they are doing. He would 
like to clarify the role of the Parish Council and become more involved. 
 
Henry Bankes-Jones stated that although he has only lived in the village for 5 years, he feels very warmly about 
Farthinghoe, and has always felt very welcome. The solar farm issue made him realise he wants to stand up 
and fight for what is important about the village. He wants to be involved in a more formal way. He brings a 
knowledge of law, and the concept of due process and proper consideration. 
 
The Chairman thanked the gentlemen for their presentations and the councillors around the table confirmed that 
they would be happy to co-opt them into the Parish Council. Mr Morris and Mr Bankes-Jones duly signed the co-
option of office paperwork and returned these to the Clerk, who countersigned. Mr Bankes-Jones provided his 
declaration of interests form and Mr Morris confirmed he would deliver this back to the Clerk in due course. 
 
Cllr Forbes said she would like to thank the Chairman for all of his work on the solar farm. 
 
Cllr Forbes left the meeting at 7.30pm, having previously given her apologies for an early departure. 

1. Apologies: 
Councillor Dashwood was not present, but no apologies had been received. He was duly noted as absent. Cllr 
Forbes had previously given apologies to the Chair and the Clerk, as she would not be able to stay for the full 
duration of the meeting. 

 

2. Minutes of previous meetings on and 10th September 2014 and 8th October 2014.  
The amended September minutes and the October minutes, having been previously circulated, were signed and 
adopted. 
 
Cllr Grant suggested that the Parish Council should adopt good practice by including an action column in the 
minutes going forward, which would enable outstanding actions to be easily reviewed at the next meeting. It was 
agreed that this should be actioned and the minutes format has been amended accordingly. 

 

3. Co-option of new councillors:  
As evidenced above, Mick Morris and Henry Bankes-Jones were co-opted as councillors 

 

4. Appoint councillor representative to Village Hall committee 
Cllr Grant confirmed that the village hall is the property of the Parish Council and as such, the Village Hall 
Committee is responsible to the Parish Council. The Chair acknowledged that he has very little understanding of 
how the village hall is run, and Cllr Grant suggested that, with his new role of Chair, this would be an ideal 
opportunity for him to gain a greater understanding. 
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Cllr Morris stated he believed there is a need to set up expectations of the Committee. It was suggested that this 
could include a monthly report on bank balances, takings, purchases, the number of bookings and the number 
of staff. 
 
The Chair took an action to contact Pete Hampson and request that the Chair be invited to the next committee 
meeting. The Clerk offered to provide administrative assistance at the meeting if required. 
 
Cllr Grant agreed to send the Chair some ideas on expectations before he attends the committee meeting. 
 
It was proposed and agreed that the village hall report should be included as a standing agenda item at the 
Parish Council meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 

RVG 
 
 

JG 
 
 

PC 

5. Matters arising: 
5.1 Draft conservation plan 
The councillors present briefly reviewed a copy of the document provided by the Clerk. Cllr Thomas affirmed 
that little has changed from the current conservation area and it was agreed that no comments needed to be 
submitted. 
 
The Clerk will forward a copy of the document to Cllrs Morris and Bankes-Jones. 
 
5.2 Purchase of additional salt bags 
The Clerk referred the councillors to an article within the Northamptonshire Highways publication, offering the 
purchase of additional salt bags at £4 each. The councillors discussed the options and concluded that an 
additional supply over and above the grit bins would be prudent, although due consideration would need to be 
given to health and safety and insurance issues. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Cllr Dashwood to ask if he would be prepared to store a number of 
bags on behalf of the village. If he is agreeable, it was agreed that a total of 10 additional bags should be 
purchased. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PC 
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6. Finance: 
6.1 Barclays Bank statements as at 31st October 2014 
  Business Saver £200.31 
  Community Account £5,320.09 
 
6.2 Expenditure: 
 The following payments were authorised and cheques signed: 
 Cheque Payee Amount Power 
 100627 Texprep £66.30 Local Government Act 1972 s142 
 100628 R Van Geest £49.98 Local Government Act 1972 s142 
  Reimbursement of domain name 
  registration and web hosting fee for 1 year 
 
6.3 Donation of £1,000 to playground fund 
 Cllr Grant stated that Cllr Dashwood holds a bank account for the play area, into which the £1,000 

donated by the Parish Council last year has been paid, along with funds raised by members of the village. 
He believes that there is around £7,000 in the bank account. He stated that the New Homes bonus 
monies is still available. He also reiterated that the £2,500.00 available to Ron Sawbridge from his 
Councillors’ Empowerment scheme is still available, but this was also at risk if action was not taken by the 
Play Area Project Team in the near future. 

 
 Cllr Grant took an action to speak with Rachel Boyd, one of the co-ordinators of the project, and to provide 

an update at the next meeting. 
 
 A commitment has been made by Farthinghoe Parish Council (which is minuted and recorded in the APM 

meeting notes) to contribute £2,000.00 to the Play Area Project. It is understood that £1,000 was paid out 
of the 2012/2013 accounts and that a further £1,000 is scheduled to be spent this financial year, 
2013/2014. The Clerk will consult with the former clerk to confirm this situation. No decision was taken on 
when the further donation should be made. 

 
6.4 The Clerk confirmed that the Bank Mandate had been updated to include the Chair and Cllr Grant as 

signatories, and the Clerk as an authorised person to be able to discuss the account. Mr Hunt has been 
removed as a signatory. 
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7. Review draft budget: 
Cllr Grant stated and the Clerk confirmed that the precept needs to be applied for in January 2015. 
 
The councillors present reviewed the draft budget and made the following observations: 

• There appears to be no provision in the budget for election costs and 2015 is an election year. The Clerk 
will speak to Sue Shepard for clarification as to whether these need to be included. 

• The subscription to NALC (Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils) is being substantially increased 
in 2015, and this needs to be updated in the draft budget. 

• It was agreed to provide training for the Clerk at a cost of £150. 

• Whilst a saving of £250 has been achieved by bringing control of the website back to the Parish Council, it 
was agreed to maintain the budget figure at £300 to allow for potential development costs for the website in 
2015. 

• There was a query over the timing of donations made to the playground fund, as no payment is listed as 
having been made in the 13-14 expenditure, with the budget suggesting that £2,000 will have been 
allocated from the 14-15 expenditure. It was agreed that the Clerk will query this situation with Sue 
Shepard. 

 
Cllr Morris queried the value of printing of the Farthinghoe Chronicle and questioned whether there was an 
opportunity to reduce the print cost by using email circulation for those who might choose this alternative 
method. Cllrs Grant and Thomas said that personally they liked to receive a physical copy. Cllr Bankes-Jones 
suggested a survey could be carried out to ask which villagers still wished to receive a copy. The Chair 
suggested this could be conducted as part of the creation of the email distribution list. 
 
It was agreed that the councillors will make a final review of the budget before the next meeting and that the 
Clerk will include as an agenda item for December that the budget must be confirmed. 

 
 
 
 

PC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PC 
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8. Correspondence since 8th October 2014 
The correspondence register can be found at the end of these minutes. 
 
Item arising from the correspondence register: 

• Request from Western Power Distribution for an updated inventory of Farthinghoe street lighting. Cllr Grant 
believed that there have been no changes to the inventory, but asked the Clerk to request records from 
Sue Shepard to compare before responding to Western Power. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PC 

9. Planning matters: 
As Cllr Dashwood was not present at the meeting, the Parish Council did not have sight of any recent 
documentation sent. The Clerk provided a summary page from the planning website, showing two applications 
which may require a response: 

 

 Application Number 
9.1 
S/2014/2106/FUL 
 
 
 
9.2 
S/2014/1839/FUL 

Address 
Glebe Farm 
Farthinghoe 
 
 
 
Steane Grounds Barn 
Brackley 

Details 
Change of Use from 
grain store & 
workshop to B1 
industrial use 
 
Single storey 
orangery to rear 

Status/decision  

 9.3 Appointment of person to receive planning applications 
 With the resignation of Ian Hunt, there is a requirement to appoint an individual to be responsible for 

receiving planning applications going forward. Cllr Morris volunteered to act in this capacity and the 
councillors accepted his offer. The Clerk will inform Amanda Haisman of this new contact. 

 
 The Chair suggested that planning matters need to be circulated to the councillors prior to meetings to 

enable them to prepare any comments. He felt this should be an overview of the application with any 
specific flags. Cllr Morris will adopt this approach. 

 
 The Parish Council need to respond to the applications listed above. Cllr Grant suggested that, as 

based on the basic information provided, neither of the applications appear of particular concern, Cllr 
Morris collects the documents from Cllr Dashwood and then liases with the Chair to make a decision on 
any comments needed or refers back to the Parish Council if necessary. Cllr Thomas agreed with this 
proposal. 

 
 
 

PC 
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10. Traffic issues: 
10.1 Cllr Grant confirmed he has received the report from Helen Howard from the CCTV camera that had 

been erected outside London Barn to monitor traffic numbers. He will forward a copy of this to Cllr 
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Bankes-Jones. 
10.2 Cllr Grant took an action to analyse the data from this report and compare it with the information 

collected during the village census. He will then request a meeting with Andrea Leadsom to discuss the 
results, with the Chair also to be in attendance. 

10.3 The Chair reported that there had been 3 accidents within a week along the A422 just outside the 
village. 

 
 

JG/RVG 

11. Consideration of electronic approval of minutes 
The Chair raised the possibility of agreeing a process whereby minutes could be approved electronically, 
allowing them to be published to the website in a more timely fashion. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the minutes and all councillors would respond to confirm whether 
they are approved or if changes are required, sending this response to both the Chair and the Clerk. This 
process will provide an audit trail in case of query. 
 
The Clerk will adopt this process from the November 2014 minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PC 

12. Website – ongoing administration 
The Chair confirmed that control of the website has been transferred from Parkes Office Solutions and that the 
Chair now has the author rights on the website, enabling him to upload documents.  
 
Cllr Grant asked whether anyone else will have the ability to action items, and the Chair confirmed that going 
forward, the Clerk will also have access. 
 
The Chair confirmed that the domain name registration and website hosting have been renewed for a further 12 
months. 
 
The Chair was pleased to inform the councillors that a saving of £250 has been generated with this transfer of 
control. 

 

13. Contents of Dropbox 
This item was deferred to the December meeting, with the Clerk to draw up a list of documents to be 
considered. 

 

14. To identify the council’s strategy, aims and objectives of the next 12 months and beyond 
The Chair will recirculate the document he has prepared for consideration to all councillors. 
 
The Clerk will ensure that this item appears high on the agenda for the December meeting. 

 
RVG 

 
PC 

 Councillors round the table… 
1. Cllr Grant asked if there was any update on the Officials’ Indemnity insurance. The Clerk confirmed that 

she had been in touch with the insurance company and was expecting a response on 13th November 2014. 
2. Cllr Grant confirmed that the consultation on waste recycling had been concluded. As all sites were well 

outside the Farthinghoe and Steane area, no response had been made. 

 

   

 Date of Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 10th December 2014 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
103fpcmnNovember14 
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Correspondence since 7
th

 October 2014 
� forwarded  * printed   *** answer required 

Date Status Details 

12/11 * Email from James Harrison to all councillors, expressing disappointment at PC representation 

at solar park planning meeting on 23
rd

 October. 

12/11 � Rural Services Network email newsletter from Rural Vulnerability Service on Rural Transport 

11/11 � Email from NCALC, Anne Kirkland re training course on Rights of Way (1/12/14, £45 per 

delegate) 

11/11 � Rural Services Network email re RSN seminar on Local Economies (3/12/14) 

10/11 � Ward Update from Stuart Dowell, PCSO 

10/11  Email from Danny Moody regarding budget information for 15/16 

10/11 � Rural Services Network weekly email news digest 

6/11  Email from Danny Moody, advising of vacancy for a Clerk to Mears Ashby PC 

6/11  Email from Danny Moody attaching copy of Clerk contract 

5/11 � Email from Andrew Deptford offering special prices for a defibrillator and cabinet for PCs 

4/11  Email from Chairman to all councillors, forwarding email received from Robert Fallon, 

thanking for attendance at meeting 

4/11  Barclays Bank statements as at 31 October 2014 

Business Saver              £200.31 

Community Account     £5,320.90 

Total                              £5,529.40 

3/11 * 

*** 

Email from Western Power attaching light inventory 

31/10  Email from Clerk to Western Power requesting copy of inventory of street lighting held 

31/10  CPRE Roadshow Great Houghton – exchange of emails between Jenny Forbes and Mick 

Morris concerning attendance at the roadshow on 30 October 

   

31/10 � Co-option letter for Parish vacancy from Lesley Farrell, Elections officer. Forwarded to all 

councillors. 

29/10  CPRE Roadshow Great Houghton – email from Jenny Forbes to Sue Baylis of CPRE Northants 

advising that at the roadshow advice will be sought regarding any possible appeal to the solar 

farm planning application. Copied to all councillors 

Response received from Peter Hopkins that this is acceptable. Jenny Forbes forwarded response 

to councillors plus Mick Morris. 

29/10  Email to Shirley Downing, editor of the Chronicle, informing that future Chronicles should be 

sent to Ross Van Geest and the Clerk for loading onto website 

29/10  Email from Anne Kirkland at CALC with details of training courses for Clerks 

29/10 � Email from Kerry Palmer, Regulation Technician re change to licencing of installation of 

Christmas lights 

  Exchange of emails between the Chairman and the Clerk regarding username and password for 

website 

  Exchange of emails between the Chairman and Melody Parkes regarding transfer of website 

26/10  Email from Chairman to the Clerk, requesting reimbursement of web hosting fee and domain 

name renewal of £49.98 at next PC meeting 

24/10 *** Email from Jenny Forbes to David Dashwood, requesting clarification of change of email 

address. Copied to all councillors 

24/10 *** Email from Jenny Forbes to all councillors, asking for someone to deputise for her at the CPRE 

roadshow on 30 October. 

23/10  Email from Sally Thomas to all councillors plus Mick Morris, confirming the result of the solar 

farm application vote. 

17/10  Email from Western Power requesting confirmation of street lighting inventory 

17/10  Email from John Grant to all councillors requesting feedback on proposed tribute to Ian Hunt in 

next Chronicle plus response from Sally Thomas confirming her approval 

31/10  Email from Cllr Grant – Co-option of Councillors as an agenda item 

22/10  Exchange of emails between councillors concerning the Green Energy unilateral undertaking 

on the community benefit 

22/10  Email from Mick Morris with revised draft of speech for planning committee meeting, sent to 

all councillors 

21/10  Exchange of emails between Cllr Thomas and the Chairman, concerning circulation of the 
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latest PC statement regarding the proposed solar park to SNC planning committee members 

21/10 *** Email from Cllr Forbes to the Clerk, forwarding request from Amanda Haisman to update the 

contact details for the Clerk – this may need addressing from the point of view of the planning 

contact, to be appointed in November PC meeting. 

21/10  Exchange of emails between Cllr Forbes and Mick Morris, copied in to all councillors, 

concerning speaking at planning meeting 

21/10  Response from Cllr Thomas to Mick Morris’ email, suggesting amendments to his proposed 

speech to the planning committee, cc’d to all councillors 

21/10  Email from Mick Morris to all councillors, drawing attention to Northamptonshire Highways 

response to solar farm application lodged on planning portal 

20/10  Email from Mick Morris to all councillors, requesting feedback on proposed speech to 

Development Committee 

20/10  Email from Mick Morris to all councillors, attached copy of report of projected vehicle 

movements re solar park received from Liam Ilbury from Halse 

20/10  Response from Cllr Grant to Mick Morris regarding Mail on Sunday article on “The Eclipse of 

the Solar Farm” 

17/10  Response from James Harrison to the Chairman’s email to him concerning the 

decommissioning of the solar farm, cc’d to all councillors 

17/10  Response from the Chairman to Cllr Thomas’ email regarding representation at the planning 

committee meeting, cc’d to all councillors 

16/10  Email from the Chairman to James Harrison, concerning decommissioning of solar farm, cc’d 

to all councillors 

16/10  Email from Danny Moody re vacancy for a Clerk to Guilsborough Parish Council 

16/10  Email from the Chairman to all councillors reporting on meeting with Robert Fallon and 

Amanda Haisman 

15/10 � Email from Stuart Dowell, PCSO for Farthinghoe, attaching latest ward update 

15/10  Email from Linda Bain of Northants CALC to the Clerk, advising contact details for auditor for 

the PC 

15/10  Exchange of emails between Sue Shepard and Rebecca Miller of Northamptonshire Highways, 

informing of change of clerk and including link to works programmes 

15/10  Email from Clerk to Chairman and Vice Chairman, requesting feedback on proposed Chronicle 

piece. Response from Vice Chairman, confirming he will provide a separate piece on Cllr 

Hunt’s resignation 

15/10  Email from Chairman to Clerk, confirming no comments on draft October minutes, cc’d all 

councillors 

14/10  Email from David Atkinson, Head of West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, providing 

link to the Planning Inspector’s Report on the Joint Core Strategy Local Plan 

14/10  Email from Danny Moody to the Clerk with Essential Clerk attachment 

14/10  Email from the Chairman to South Northants Development Management, attaching copy of the 

expanded PC objection, cc’d to Clerk and Vice Chairman 

13/10  Exchange of emails between Chairman and Clerk, testing set up of Dropbox 

13/10  Email from Liz Knight, Assistant Conservation Office for South Northants, attaching first draft 

of Farthinghoe Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan. 

13/10  Email from Clerk to Melody Parkes, requesting upload of July minutes to website 

11/10  Exchange of emails between Clerk and Vice Chairman regarding bank mandate 

11/10  Email from Vice Chairman to Clerk, forwarding information from David Mellor on superfast 

broadband into the village 

10/10  Email from Vice Chairman to all councillors, forwarding response on query regarding camera 

on corner of Baker Street/Main Street 

10/10  Exchange of emails between Melody Parkes and Sue Shepard concerning new Clerk, cc’d to 

Vice Chairman 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 


